WILSON LAUNCHES NEW BUS AND COACH INDUSTRY QUALIFICATION

A new qualification for people wishing to become professional bus and coach drivers was today launched by the Environment Minister Sammy Wilson.

All new drivers entering the bus and coach sector will from today be expected to secure the new Driver Certificate of Professional Competence (CPC) qualification before they take to the road.

The same qualification will be required for lorry and heavy goods vehicle drivers from September 2009.

Environment Minister Sammy Wilson explained: "The Driver CPC is being introduced across the European Union to ensure the next generation of bus, coach and lorry drivers are equipped to meet the ever-changing needs of the passenger transport and road haulage sectors through a recognisied and accredited training scheme.

"It aims to improve road safety and make savings for the industry by reducing the number of collisions, encouraging fuel efficient driving and reducing vehicle wear and tear.

"The Department of the Environment's Driver & Vehicle Agency (DVA) and their colleagues across the passenger transport sector would urge employers, operators, training providers as well as new and existing bus and coach drivers to prepare for the new driving qualification."

The new qualification will see prospective drivers undertaking:

•  A theory test including multiple choice questions and an interactive hazard perception assessment.

•  A Driver CPC case studies test.

•  A 60 minute practical test.

•  An additional Driver CPC practical test which requires candidates to actively demonstrated their knowledge of vehicle safety.

While new entrants to the industry will need to do the full CPC course, new and existing drivers will also be required to do 35 hours of periodic training. 

New drivers will need to undergo training within 5 years of achieving their initial qualification. 

Existing drivers will be expected to complete their training by September 2013 and lorry drivers, when the CPC is introduced for their sector, will have to finish their training by September 2014. 
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